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Instructor: Catherine O’Day, Ph.D.
Office: Jeannette Rankin Hall 112
Phone: 243-5755
E-mail: catherine.oday@umontana.edu
Office Hrs: By appointment
Class Time: Every other Thursday from 2-4pm
Credit: 1
Course Description: 
This course is designed to enable students to participate in community organization. The course
was developed after students expressed a strong desire to pursue the possibility of implementing
a campus-based psychosocial education program for people with serious mental illness. The
course will be designed as we develop an action plan, identify stakeholders, facilitate focus
groups and research curriculum content.  We will meet every other week for two hours (every
other Thursday from 2-4pm) with the goal of identifying steps and tasks that need to be
completed in order to organize and implement a program on campus that addresses meeting the 
needs of people with serious mental illness.
MSW Program Objectives this course includes:
1. Engage in practice that empowers, is nondiscriminatory, promotes human dignity, and 
utilizes knowledge and skills that respect differences based on age, citizenship, class,
color, disability, ethnicity, family form, gender, marital status, race, religion, and sexual
orientation.
2. Apply the knowledge and skills of generalist social work within the integrated-practice 
framework.
3. Utilize professional research skills to evaluate, apply, inform, and enhance the practice of
integrated social work.
4. Use knowledge of the culture, structure, economics, and processes of organizations and 
service delivery systems and strategies to effectively work with and within such systems
and to effect organizational change when needed.
Students in this course upon completion will be able to:
1. Define the processes of community organization.
2. Use research to effectively implement a new program and evaluate it’s effectiveness.
3. Engage in community organization, such as, facilitating focus groups, and conducting a
needs assessment.
4. Understand and identify barriers to implementing programs and changing communities.
5. Identify the mental health needs in the community and on campus.
